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Regionalism & Internationalism

The choice of the level and the model of cooperation among states to address various issues of common concern
normally depends on several factors. The nature of the issue at stake and its geographical scope are two such factors.
Although the general tendency of States after WWII has been to enhance global collaboration and increase the
number of international organizations without geographical limitations, it seems that regional cooperation has
become more and more important in recent years.

Regional arrangements may prove more effective in certain areas of international law e.g. environmental protection in
general, protection of human rights or international trade whereas global cooperation or a combination of regional
and international arrangements are considered to be indispensable in other areas such as fight against international
terrorism, transnational organized crimes, and specific environmental problems like climate change. There are also
certain areas that require a coordination of intensive efforts at all levels. Global health issues belong to this category.

One area of particular interest is cooperation of States for the promotion and maintenance of peace. Although the
global framework for this purpose is established in the UN Charter, considerations of national security of States
usually lead them to sidestep the rules that generally forbid the use of force and redefine the very exceptional and
well-defined cases where such use is permitted. The regional arrangements for the safeguard of the Member States’
security through military means should be grounded on the UN Charter’s legal regime for the use of force.

The interplay between the regional and international arrangements and the way the applicability of one model of
States’ cooperation compared with another model may influence their effectiveness can give rise to a number of
queries. One such question is number of States that may become members of a specific organization. The case of the
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is an example. Given the fact that there is normally
no limit to the number of States that join a global/an international organization, one can wonder whether there is or
should be any limit to the number of Member States in a regional organization in order to consider that organization
as a regional one.

The purpose of this workshop &seminar is to discuss the current trends in regionalism and internationalism in some
areas of international law, to comment on the suitability of each of these models of cooperation as regards the
development of the content of law, its implementation and the fulfilment of its purposes, and to address some
possible legal issues that may arise regarding the relation between regional and international organizations. The event
has a broad approach to the subject and will address both general legal questions relating to all regional or global
organizations and more focused issues relating to the purpose, structures, mandate, machinery, shortcoming and

strength of specific organizations.
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